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It’s that time of day and you’re
dreading it: Not what-to-make-for-
dinner time. Not bathe-the-toddlers

time. Not themad-dash-to-get-out-the-
door time.

It’s time for the car line at your kid’s
school.

For those not familiar yet with the
car-line ritual, here’s what happens
everymorning and afternoon at schools

across Delaware – and the nation: For
parents whomust or who opt to drive
their kids to and from school, each
school has a proscribed enter and exit
system to drop off children in themorn-
ing and pick them up in the afternoon.

Just as the school doors open, kids
exit their parents’ or grandparents’
vehicles one by one, andwalk into
school. At pick-up time, schools with
younger grades have staffmembers

By Karen James
Special to The News Journal

AT SCHOOL

Screaming, rage,
irrational behavior –
and that’s the adults
who are driving, not
the upset toddlers

the car lineTALES OF

See LINE, Page B10
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The big buzz on “West Side Story”
when it was revived on Broadway in
2008 was that songs and dialogue had
been updated so a chunk of the play
was performed in Spanish.

That caused quite the flurry of in-
clusional patter. But what worked on
the Great White Way didn’t necessarily
fly in the hinterlands as the show went
on the road last year.

Audiences didn’t like it, and the
amount of Spanish the Sharks sing and
speak in has been dialed back to be
about 10 percent of the show, says Jar-
rad Biron Green. He stars as Tony in
the production that opens today for

eight performances at the DuPont
Theatre.

The Spanish does serve to deepen
the emotional experience of the show,
Green says.

Audiences also will find it much
grittier than the candy-colored version
they remember from film and other
productions. Producers warn the show
is PG-13 and needs parental guidance.

But the same timeless songs –
“Something’s Coming,” “Tonight,”
“America,” “I Feel Pretty” and “Some-
where” – by Leonard Bernstein and
Stephen Sondheim (it was his Broad-
way debut) and the original Jerome
Robbins choreography is still splashed
across the stage. The traveling show is
directed by David Saint, who was the

associate director on the Broadway
revival.

“It’s been so strange to work with a
tweaked contemporary script of ‘West
Side Story,’ since I’m so used to hearing
the old script,” Green says. “But I love
working with this new script. It really
makes the showmore edgy and gritty
and it makes sense. It makes the whole
piece make much more sense.”

“West Side Story” is Arthur Lau-
rents’ updated Romeo and Juliet, fol-
lowing the story of Tony andMaria,
star-crossed lovers who can’t break
free of the hatred and intolerance of
the 1950s that surrounds their lives.

He is a typical American youth of

THEATER

‘West Side Story’ updated – but not too updated – for modern world
By Betsy Price
The News Journal

MaryJoanna Grisso and Jarrad Biron Green
as Maria and Tony. COURTESY OF AMY BOYLE See THEATER, Page B7

» OPEN HOUSE

Rockwood’s holiday event
free with canned good

The Holiday Open House at Rock-
wood Museum Friday through Sunday
features a Secret Santa shop operated
by young entrepreneurs, costumed
characters and a free photo with Santa
– and you can take your own, to boot.
The festivities begin Friday at 6 p.m.
with the ceremonial lighting of the tree
and music by the University of Delaware
Children’s Choir. The museum is open
until 9 p.m. for tours. On Saturday, the
museum is open from 6-9 p.m. and on
Sunday from1-4 p.m. While the event is
free, the venue requests guests bring a
nonperishable food item or newmit-
tens, hats or scarves for the Giving Tree.

» CHEAPMOVIES

Newark theater hosts
holiday films, for food item

The Newark Cinema Center 3 will
host holiday movies at 11 a.m. Saturday
mornings in December that are free
with a canned good or nonperishable
food item. Those will be given to the
Newark Area Welfare Committee’s
Holiday Basket and Food Closet pro-
grams. Saturday’s movie is “A Christmas
Story.” (302) 737-3720.

» CRAFT OF THEWEEK

Holiday Booty uses
cardboard, craft foam, yarn
Large plain paper or cardboard
Craft foam (red, 9- by 12-inch)
Pencil
Ruler
Scissors
Paper clips
Hole punch
White yarn
Red andwhite wrapped peppermint
candy

Red andwhite candy cane
Glue gun, low setting
Blackmarker

1. On a large sheet of paper, draw a
stocking shape that measures approxi-
mately 3½ inches wide by 9 inches long.
Cut this out to use as a template.

2. Place stocking template over the
craft foam and trace around it. Cut out
the foam stocking.

3. Repeat step 2 with remaining craft
foam so you have two identical stock-
ings.

4. Place small pencil points along the
side and bottom edge of one stocking,
leaving the top, straight edge un-
marked. Marks should be½ inch from
the outer edge and 3⁄4 inches apart.

5. Temporarily paper-clip the two
stockings together.

6. Use pencil points as guides to
punch holes through the two stockings
so they can be laced together.

7. Before lacing, glue a candy cane
to the top, back section of the bottom
stocking. Candy cane curve should face
away from the stocking so it creates a
hook for the stocking to hang.

8. Clip a long piece of yarn. Thread it
through the top, left hole then tie a
knot. Sew the stockings together. When
the yarn has been laced to the top, right
hole, tie it off in a knot and clip the
yarn ends. Remove paper clips.

9. Write “Holiday Booty” across the
front of the stocking then glue several
candies randomly around it.

—Denise Morrison Yearian

It’s 38 degrees outside, the
average December temper-
ature in Delaware, and the

wind is blowing.
Your golden retriever with its

beautiful thick coat of hair is in
the backseat of your warm SUV.
You decide to stop and run in to
Wal-Mart for some gift wrap.
The check-out lines are long,
and it takes more than the 10 or
15 minutes you expected.

When you come out, your
dog is shivering in the back-
seat of what is now a big refrigerator,
rapidly cooling to match the outside
temperature.

Your dog has the first signs of hypo-

thermia, low body temperature,
which also can cause frostbite.
That happens when the body
pulls blood from the extrem-
ities to keep the core warm.

Hypothermia is the most
common condition Dr. Michelle
Crosier of Lums Pond Animal
Hospital treats in the winter.

“People just don’t realize
how sensitive to the cold pets
are, and how quickly they can
be affected,” she said.

Young pets, old pets and
those with health issues are especially
at risk in cold weather. The same is true

WINTER

Furry coats aren’t enough to protect pets in the cold
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See PETS, Page B10

Ramona Robinson and her mother, Juliane
Robinson, add insulation to the inside of a
storage container during Faithful Friends’
cat home construction event, Nov. 23, in
Wilmington. KYLE GRANTHAM/THE NEWS JOURNAL



the neighborhood; she’s
Puerto Rican.

For Green, starring in
the show has meant tak-
ing a hiatus from school.
He’s nearly finished his
degree at New York Uni-
versity, but when he
landed the role of Tony,
he decided to take a
break.

“It was upsetting to
my senior year at NYU,
but I go to school for
vocal performance with a
concentration in musical
theater ... so getting an
iconic role like Tony was
an incredible opportunity
I could not turn down.”
He has taken a leave of
absence and plans to
return to school next fall
to finish.

The 21-year-old Mas-
sachusetts native started
rehearsing a month and a
half ago.

The tour opened Nov.
5, with only five people
from last year’s show
joining this outing.

One of the keepers
was MaryJoanna Grisso,
who plays Maria.

“She’s been an abso-
lute blast to work with,”
Green says. “She’s the
best Maria I’ve ever seen
or heard. She’s beauti-
ful.”

Green had starred in
some shows at school and
in summer stock, but
he’d just finished playing
Tony in a show that only
had two performances at
school when he decided
to go to an open audition
for the road show. He
didn’t think he’d get the
job, but he did think he’d
get some experience
auditioning.

Instead, he’s headlin-
ing the tour.

His favorite moment
in the show, he says, is
when he’s singing the
balcony song or “To-
night,” having his first
private moment after
meeting Maria.

Green says the movie
of “West Side Story”
when he was in fourth or
fifth grade helped in-
spire him to be an actor
and singer. He’d already
thought he would like
that career, but really
loved the music and the
dancing.

“It really does inspire
change in people,” he
says.

Contact Betsy Price at (302) 324-
2884 or beprice@delawareonline
.com.

Theater: Green taking hiatus from NYU studies
Continued from Page B5

“West Side Story” is Arthur Laurents’ updated Romeo and Juliet, following the story of
Tony and Maria, star-crossed lovers who can’t break free of the hatred and intolerance
of the 1950s that surrounds their lives. COURTESY OF AMY BOYLE

IF YOU GO
WHAT: The modern “West
Side Story,” featuring Span-
ish language songs and
some dialogue
WHERE: DuPont Theatre,
1007 N. Market St., Wil-
mington
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. today,
Wednesday and Thursday; 8
p.m. Friday and Saturday; 2
p.m. Wednesday, Saturday
and Sunday
TICKETS: $35 and up
FORMORE INFORMA-
TION: (302) 656-4401;
duponttheatre.com
OF NOTE: The producers
repeatedly warn in press
releases the show is recom-
mended for ages 13 and
older due to strong lan-
guage, violence and some
sensitive subject matter.
Parental guidance is sug-
gested.

Audiences also will find this version of “West Side Story” is much grittier than the film
and other productions. Producers warn the show is PG-13 and needs parental guidance.
COURTESY OF CAROL ROSEGG

The traveling show is directed by David Saint, who was
the associate director on the Broadway revival. COURTESY OF
AMY BOYLE
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It’s part of the holidays
to trot out the same old
events, see the same old
people, and hear the same
old stories.

Thosememories – and
sharing themwith loved
ones – is part of what
makes the season so spe-
cial tomany.

To get into the spirit,
we’ve dug into our ar-
chives. Every day
throughNewYear’s Eve,
we’ll run a photo from our
stash or from theDela-
ware Public Archives to
show some of our favorite
winter scenes throughout
the years. They’re also on
www.delawareonline
.com.

EveryWednesday
through ChristmasDay,
we’ll addmore photos
online.

If you have scenes
fromDelaware holidays
past, we’d love to have
them. The older the bet-
ter. Send them to sjag-

tiani@delaware
online.com. Don’t have a
scanner? Don’t worry. If
you have a smartphone or

know someonewho does,
snap a close-up picture of
the old photo and send it
along.

We look forward to
sharing our favorite
images, and to seeing
some of yours.

Jacob Levine and Harry Klein celebrate the first night of Hanukkah by reading from the
prayer book and lighting the first candles in a ceremony at the B’nai B’rith house in
Claymont, 1988. THE NEWS JOURNAL

VINTAGE DELAWARE HOLIDAYS

NEWYORK— In Robert
Paul Weston’s “The Crea-
ture Department” (Ra-
zorbill), written for chil-
dren ages 8 to 12, two
young friends named
Elliot and Leslie find
there’s little exciting
about their small town,
except for DENKi-3000,
the world’s eighth-largest
electronics factory.

While on a tour of the
factory, they discover a
secret underground re-
search and development

department that’s run by
a motley crew of inven-
tive creatures.

The creatures are a
giggle-inducing example
of an imagination run
wild: There’s a Knuck-
lecrumpler, which looks
like a giant salamander
but has dreadlocks and
giant hands to match.
There are hunched-over
trolls with overbites and
broken teeth, and there
are huge, hairy, beastly
things with horns.

(A word to parents:
The descriptions are
more inventive and silly

than scary.)
Elliot and Leslie’s

recent discovery is at
risk of being shut down if
the creatures don’t come
up with a new invention
with a major “wow” fac-
tor. They team up with
the creatures to help
save the day.

“The Creature Depart-
ment” has been com-
pared to books by Roald
Dahl. And it makes sense
why such comparisons
have been made. It would
be fun to read this book
to kids – or watch them
devour it on their own.

‘The Creature Department’ invokes imagination, fun
By Alicia Rancilio
Associated Press
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OBITUARIES

Dolores Agnello age 82,
loving mother, wife, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother, went home to the
Lord Thanksgiving evening
surrounded by family.
Dolores Mae Miller grew

up in Rockville Centre, NY
and was a graduate of St.
John’s University with a
degree in Chemistry. After
graduating she worked at
SloanKettering and at Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals, where she
met her husband. After re-
tiring, Dolores and Eugene
moved from Centerport, NY
to Newark, DE to be close to
their grandchildren.
Dolores was an avid reader,

crossword puzzler, quilter
and gardener. Shewas an ac-
tive member of her beloved
church, Resurrection Par-
ish. Her family would like
to extend their sincere grati-
tude to Reverend Greg Cor-
rigan and Reverend William

Graney and the parishio-
ners of Resurrection as well
as the community of Stirrup
Farms for all of their kind-
ness and friendship.
Dolores was predeceased

by her husband of 47 years,
Eugene. She is survived by
her 5 children: Paul and
his wife Iris of Wappingers
Falls, NY, Lawrence and his
fiancé Sandra Lind of In-
dianapolis, IN, Marie Botta
and her husband Carlo of
Hockessin, DE, Jeanette
McCarthy and her husband
John of Manhattan, NY, and
Margaret Keller and her
husband Grant of Pitman,
NJ as well as 13 grandchil-
dren, 1 great grandchild,
and her brother Harry Mill-
er and his wife Norma of
Hilton Head, SC.
AMass of Christian Burial

will be celebrated at Resur-
rection Parish, 3000 Videre
Dr., Wilmington, DE 19808
on Wednesday, December 4
at 10:30am. Friends can visit
from 6:00-8:00pm, Tuesday
evening December 3 at the
church and at 9:30am prior
to mass on Wednesday.
In lieu of flowers, contribu-

tions can be made to Resur-
rection Parish, 3000 Videre
Dr., Wilmington DE 19808.
For online condolences,

please visit
Chandler Funeral
Homes & Crematory
chandlerfuneralhome.com
302.478.7100

DOLORES M. AGNELLO

Davette Lynn Behrens
passed away Friday, Novem-
ber 29, 2013 after battling
Stage IV ovarian cancer
courageously for over four
years. She passed in the
comfort of her home, sur-
rounded by loved ones.
Davette earned her Bach-

elor’s degree in biology from
Muhlenberg College where
she developed an interest in
the sciences. She spent most
of her career as an anti-can-
cer researcher, testing po-
tential drug candidates for
efficacy and publishing her
findings in numerous peer-
reviewed scientific journals.
Throughout her career,
Davette held research posi-
tions with Albert Einstein
Medical Center, Thomas Jef-
ferson University, DuPont,
Bristol-Myers Squibb, and
QPS. Davette enjoyed swim-
ming, relaxing on the beach,
and traveling in her free
time. But most of all, Dav-
ette was a devoted wife, car-
ing mother, and loyal friend
who cherished spending
time with those she loved.
Davette is survived by Carl,

her loving husband of 28
years; son, Douglas; daugh-
ter, Diana; mother-in-law,
Harriet; and sister-in-law,
Susan. She also leaves be-
hind her brother, Don; sis-
ter-in-law, Carole; nephew,
Alexander; and nieces, Ame-
lia and Adele. Davette was
the daughter of the late Da-
vid and Myreta Tippett.
A viewing will be held from

6:00-8:00 p.m. on Thursday,
December 5, 2013 at Mealey
Funeral Home, Limestone
and Milltown Roads, Wilm-
ington, Delaware 19808. A
service will be offered at
10:30 a.m. on Friday, De-
cember 6, 2013 at Concordia
Lutheran Church, 3003 Sil-
verside Rd, Wilmington, DE
19810, and interment will
follow at St. Patrick’s Cem-
etery, 1516 Ashland Clinton
School Road, Hockessin,
Delaware 19707. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may
be made in memory of Da-
vette to the Ovarian Cancer
Research Fund.
MealeyFuneralHomes.com
(302) 652-5913

DAVETTE LYNN BEHRENS
AGE: 59 • NEWARK

Miriam L. Brenner
“Munchie”
Age 86, of Newark, DE,

passed away November
26, 2013. She was born in
Stormstown, PA on January
3, 1927, the daughter of the
late Paul and Nellie Tomco.
Miriam left home at the age

of 17, to pursue her dream of
becoming a nurse and grad-
uated from the Memorial
Hospital School of Nursing
in 1947. During that same
year, she met and married
her late husband, Alexan-
der A. Brenner. She worked
many years for the Medical
Center of Delaware, includ-
ing the Memorial Hospital
and Wilmington General
Division. She also served
as a member of the Special
Honor Roll of the U.S. Cadet
Nurse Corps.
In addition to her parents

and husband, Miriam was

preceded in death by her
siblings, Imogene, Marjorie,
Glen, Norma, JoAnn, and
Donald. She is survived by
her two daughters and their
spouses, Robert and Lois
Stewart of Newark, DE, Car-
ol Landau of Bear, DE, and
Gary Landau of Landen-
berg, PA; three grandchil-
dren, Eric Stewart and his
wifeMelonie of Newark, DE,
LoriWoods and her husband
Sam of Denton, MD and Lisa
Day of Bear, DE and six
great-grandchildren, Jake,
Ethan, Ryan, Liam, Anna,
and Cora. Miriam is also
survived by her bother; Paul
Tomco and sisters; Ilene
Schultz and Kay Little, all of
Bellefonte, PA.

Funeral Services will be
celebrated on Wednesday,
December 4th at 12:00 pm at
Beeson Funeral Home, 2053
Pulaski Hwy., Newark, DE,
where family and friends
may visit from 11:00 to 12:00
pm. Burial will follow in
Delaware Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery, Bear, DE.
In lieu of flowers, the fam-

ily requests that contribu-
tions be made in memory of
Miriam to the family church,
Fillmore United Methodist
Church, 2262 Buffalo Run
Rd, Bellefonte, PA 16823.
To offer condolences, visit
www.beesonfuneralhome.

com
302-453-1900

MIRIAM L. BRENNER

on local dining,
shopping & more


